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| To * Ruvaneno, 854 
Mr. FO HN WESLEY. 


1 8 E men dig throu h eu for ore, and 
dabble in dirt for gold duſt: but to dig 
through mines to come at mud to throw 
at random, is a labour which, it is pre- 
famed, none but Mr. Mſey would have perform'd. 

The ſcavenger s is a good office to remove the filth out 
of our way: but 1 want a name for him that would 
foul a clean path. How far you have done this, the 
reader ſhall judge. But, ſtrange! you have not found 
one good thing in the author, nor entred at all into 
his plan; which was, to ſtain the pride of all fleſh; to 
ſtrip the creature of the pretended merit of his devo- 
tion; to diſrobe the phariſee of his glittering maſque- 
rade; to reduce mankind to a level with the publican 
before God; to place the atonement in the light and 
diſtin& view the ſcripture has; to exalt the mercy of 
God to the vileſt ſinner; to ſhew how and for what 
they are to expect acceptance before God; to juſtify the 
ways of God to men; to ſhew the rationality of chri-' 
Kithity, and the evidence on which it ſtands; to reſcue 
the ſcriptures from the charge of diſſonancy, and demon- 
ſtrate the uniformity that runs thro them; to ſhe w thę va. 
nity of the moral philoſophers, and the uncertainty theß 


are at; £0 convince them of the folly of their ſchemes, 
"& 3 and 
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(iv) 


and to point out to men ſimply the way of truth. Mer. 


Weſley, it is preſumed; was conſcious, if he had en- 
tered into thoſe matters, he muſt have exploded the 
atonement and the authority of the ſcripture, or had 
nothing to blame the author for. Be that as it will; 
he has avoided all theſe important things, and ſelected 
our a few imaginary obnoxioùs ones, and lays about 
him with his club unmercifully. WY 2 85 


Had 1, Sir, in the following remarks thought your 


performance worthy of further attention, I would nor 
have miſſed one ſentence in it: and if I had the leaſt 
diffidence of being able at any time to prove the fal- 
ſity of the whole, I would have quoted authorities; 


but I want them not: and as my conſcience is not 


bound by them, but by ſcripture, I dont chuſe to urge. 
that upon another, which I am not bound by myſelf; 
or if 4 had the leaſt fear of your learning or logic, I 
would not have meddled with itatall. Learning and 
logic did I ſay! a man over-freighted with either is 
like a ſhip loaded with lumber ; ſhe may bear away at 
large, veer as the wind does, but cannot go cloſe to it; 
ſhe is tep-heavy, and will overſet. The man intoxi- 
cated with a conceit of his learning is top-heavy in- 
deed ; the fimple truth overſets or ſtrands him. The 


modern ethnical learning muſt have this effect; for it 


is a cheat, a lie to common-ſenſe, a prophane proſti- 


tution of the underſtanding, and a ſtupefying iſon 


to the conſeience; and he that thinks it will clear 
his faculties to conceive the ſimplicity of divine 
truth, is juſt as wiſe as he that ſwallows a thorn- buſh. 
to clear his throat, and ſtrengthen his ſtomach: for if 
he conceives aught beſides the bare work of Chriſt, his 


death and blood-ſhedding on Mount Calvary ſufficient 
to b his acceptance with God, to ſanctify his 


ſoul and be its ſupport in time and to eternity, what- 


ever his learning in other reſpects may be, is as totally 
ignorant of the ſpirit and plan of the ſcriptures as the 
moſt ignorant Hottentot, or as the wild aſs of the wil- 


derneſs. You ſhall not here tax me with being an 
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enemy 
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enemy to learning, for no man is more a friend to real 
learning than I am. I would as ſoon attempt to prove 
an aſs a lion, as that the popular preaching is the or- 
dinance of God; nay, I preſume upon being able to 
prove it is not, but that it is a vile departure from the 
truth of God's revelation, and an abuſe of language. 
To ſee a man ſtand-up in the pulpit, and hear him tell 
the people his dream ! what about? the dignity of the 
human nature, our integrity, moral rectitude and per- 

fection forſooth!] our wonderful ability to make the 


Divine Being our debtor, and to lay him under an ob- 


ligation to bleſs us, the ſagacity of the heathen world, 
the ſplendor of the natural light of our underſtandings 


to diſcern all the intricacies of the nature and fitneſs of 


things, and their moral relations; our wiſdom to cor- 
rect the revelation of God, and diſcover that Moſes was 
2 fool, and pick'd up his ſyſtem from the ignorant na- 
tions about him, or from the Egyptians; that the after 
prophets were ſuch a groupe of mercegary enthuſiaſts 
as the quakers; gre; only the chief leader of a 
faction, and his doQrine only'the Shibbo/eib-of' a par- 
ty, like that ef our Moor ſieids patriarchs; that Jeſus 
Chriſt was at moſt but a ſtrange ſomewhat, neither 
God nor a creature; and that his miſſion (if he had 
any) was only to ſet us an example, and that he died 
the common death of all men, &c. Cc. c. for a folio 
would not contain the recapitulation of all their reve- 
ries, their mad rant. What is all this for? to gratify 
their pride, and keep the people in ignorance. 0, 
charming preacher ! O, excellent man] he prayed like 
an angel, he preached like a philoſopher ! That may 
be true; for he pray'd not like a ſinner, nor preach'd. 


like an apoſtle. 
When a man has got the mob of ideas recited a- 


bove, or a ſet of ſimilar ones in his head, a very lit- 


tle labour is required to ſet them at variance. This, 
Sir, will always ſhorten the work of your antagoniſt. 
The inconſiſtence of your pen in the various tracts you 
have written will prove, either that you did not make 
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the ſcriptures” your rule; or that ygu did not under. 
ftand! chem. Who could have expeted, after you 
had preached, pleaded and printed in defence of per- 
fection in human nature, to ſee you come out to prove 
its depravity *? after you had publiſhed ſo many bold 
truths relating to faith and the atonement, who could 
have expected to find you angry with our author; for 


fixing the nature of the former, and proving the per- 


fection of he latter? who could conceive that as you 
have a manuſeript by you againſt Mr. Hervey to pub- 


liſh at a fit time, that you ſhould fall foul upon the 


author for differing from him. Charity itſelf, Sir, 
cannot comprehend the reaſon, why Mr. George Whit- 
field and you, who are, perhaps, as different in ſenti- 
ment as the pope and a proteſtant, ſhould unite in op- 
poſition to our author's plan of fimple chriſtianity. It 
is more than myſterious, that he ſhould recommend 


your virulent performance from his pulpit, after you 


had torn his letter to you in your on, and ſcatter'd 
the bits of it like feathers: in the wind. It has been 
queried, Sir, whether this be not owing to a mutual 
defign——You know, Sir, the exorbitant ſums that 
have been collected by you both; you know too the 
very extraordinary methods made uſe of to urge the 
people to charity, and to'furrender theit conſciences 
to your direction; you know there have been pur- 
chaſes made with the money ſo obtained; taberna- 
eles, houſes, ſchools, burying- grounds, Ac. It is a 
fair queſtion to aſæ whoſe N theſe. tabernacles, 
Sc. tre? You are not at liberty, Sir, to call this an in- 
vidious inſinuation: for till you have- given ſome ac- 
count to. the publie, of the money raiſed as above, you 
. It is Snfefo d, that for a depra ved creature to arrive at perfec- 
tian in the preſent ſtate, does not imply an abſolute contradiction: 
by at the firſt pndepraved, man din pt Reep his perfection, when 


4 . o 
he. had it, por ever that we know of arriv doe afterwards, it im- 
on 


plies © + — ablutdiry, to ſuppoſe it ſouſd ſpring up in any of 


his deprav2@ race: for if the ſun hqd Init its light, it would: be mi- 
raculops to ſet the moon recover; tie ſplendor of it: therefore it ap · 
gears very inconſiſtent in a wiſe man o maintain two ſuch contrary 
propoſitions. „ | 


(vii) 


| will not be able to ward off the ĩmptation of a WO 
fron between you; therefore it hehoves you toſhew.the 


purchaſes you have made are veſted in truſt, and that 


| deedsfor that purpoſe are honeſtly executed; for till that 
be done, the world cannot diſcover the difference be- 
tween cajoling the hearers and Preſſing their eonſci- 


ences to part with their money, and 
Have you or your couſin: — papal authority to | 
ſcamper the country round, and alarm mens conſeien- 
ces, and leave them to the world, or turn them over 
to hirelings at 10,0r 12 ſhillings per week, and receive 
the profits c. their preaching ? and, when in a general 


ſynod their differences are at 'peint-blank, and their 


oppoſition to each gther and to you are virulent, to 
huſh the clamor, ſtand up and in prayer give God 
thanks for your Unign. E boſe are fair queſtions, 
and require fair anſwers, and indeed I ſhould be glad 
to find you able to acquit your integrity herein to by- 
ſtanders ; but then I doubt it will appear, that you 
have been wheedling the dolts, as my friend George calls 
them, and bereaving other churches of their property, 


by obtaining. 1 or 5 guineas for your own plate from 


perſons who ſtraiten their hands, and put their own. off 
with a ſhilling. This, Sir, is a public concern; and till 
you clear it up, it will have the appearance of ſcramb- 
ling for property. But why ſhould I wonder, when [ ſee 
you differ ſo much from yourſelf at times, that it were 
to be wiſh'd you knew what you would be at: for you 
ſeem tobe this and that and every thing by turns, and no- 
thing long. The ſimilarity of your couſins, the popular 
preachers, in this matter, is, I doubt, the reaſon of your 
wrath againſt the author, for expoſing them. Upon 
the whole, how dangerous is it to depart from ſcrip. 
ture in doctrine or practice; and how deſirable would 
i de. if every pteacher eſpecially were to cleave ſolely 
and ſolemnly to the ſcriptures in their native ſimplici- 
ty, then they would have very little to wrangle about. 
For they are plain enough, Sir, if the popular declaim- 
ers and the commentators had not obſcured- them. 

44 The 


( 
The ſcriptures and ſeript ture - doctrines are too ſacred, 
— gs to be trifled with: therefore when a mari 
| writes, he ought to be well aſſured of the truth of what 
3 he writes; for it will afford him a melancholy reflec- 
= tion to think of leaving falſhoods upon record. This 
conſideration. I hope, Sir, will ſtop your pen for the 
future: for I think it quite ſufficient to deter men from 
multiplying folios, or writing penny books containin 
malevolence and enen I am An and | 
ann, 8 91.9 G3 
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REMARKS, & 


SL» was 


2 OUR calling your anfwer to the author of 
the Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio a ſufficient 
V one, will ſcarce convince the reader that it 
is ſo: nay, if he be impartial, he will think 
it no anſwer at all. I am ſorry, Sir, you had not wiped 
your pen before you ſat down to write, for the lines 
are ſo black and dirty one cannot believe it to be the 
work of a gentleman. You ſeem to be ſo great a 
ſtranger to ceremony and decorum, that I am afraid, 
if I were. to make ule of much of it, you would not 
underſtand me; therefore I think it beſt to tell you at 
once, if you find any thing of that ſort from me, you 
are to look upon it as a compliment to the reader. 
But before I proceed, I muſt inform him, that the 
letters you write againſt, are deſign'd to ſtate" in the 
cleareſt manner the ground of our juſtification, and to 
deſcribe the nature of juftifying-faith; :in order to de- 
tect ſeveral miſtakes which many preachers have fallen 
into in their popular addreſſes. A A noble deſign! n 
How far he has ſucceeded-in it, muſt be left rg the 
determination of the attentive reader: to prevent 
whoſe unbiaſſed judgment, you ſet off with raiſing an 
outery, charging the author with a ſuperlative © pert- 
«© neſs, inſolence and ſelf-ſufficiency.” That charge is 
followed. with objections, which, you ſay, << ftare a 
man in the face at firſt fight.” O for your ſpecta- 
cles and your eyes too | the firſt objection, is that the 
author is a © groſs, wilful, and pus pable ſlanderer.”? 
Slander is a word you are remarkably: fond of ; you 


ofs it about as if it were a pretty play- thing: but whe- 
ther it rebounds not on yourſelf, the re r that will 
VII 155 0 » IF : . EIS - : com · 
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compare your uſe of that infamous word with the au- 
thor's-performance will be at no loſs to determine,” 

The groupe of authors you refer to, page the 3d, 
tho? ſome of them have been able to tell us what they 
mean by that . ftrange ſomething they call faith, 
have not been able to tell us what the ſcripture idea of 
it is. Their difference about that is manifeſtly what 
extorts the authors complaints; therefore you are cul- 
pable in miſrepreſenting him in that point. Nou ef- 


firm, that not one of them makes a pious reſol ve the 
ground of our acceptance with God. The author 


gives ſome inſtances where they have; and when you 

have rubb'd your eyes and ſnuffed a little hellebore, 

you may turn to them. I take it for granted you have 

not read them all throughout z and if you have not, 

how can you tell? read again, Sir, and _ nothing 
upon traſt. 

Ibeir books nde teſtify that che: Faith they 
talk of, is only a © timid: reſolve joined with à fond 
conjecture, or a fond preſumprnous wiſh greatly em- 
&« harraſſed with doubts and difficulties.” Notwith- 
ſtanding you deny this, and call it a ſlander alt over, 


the truth of it appears not only in the authors above re- 
fert'd to, but in the experience of the far greater part 


of chriſtians who follow their inſtructions: and here I 
could furniſh n mich n r ſolemn and auful 


inſtances. 
It would be 100 great a piece of 0 wind con- 


deſcenſion to follow you in all your remarks and quo- 


tations: for in the greateſt part of them you have ei- 
ther miſtaken the page, and ſo the quotation is nor 
readily ſound; or omitted ſome part of the ſentence 
guoted : or interpolated ſome word of your on; or 


| tranſpoſed fome of the author's; or | mutilated: — 


whole ſentence; and tortured it to make it ſpeak what 
the authot never thought: and when you deny this, 
{will charge you with. having a ſtrunger front than 
you accuſe the author with wearing. So that ihe rea- 


ara need be upon the watch, and is under: a ne- 
t ceſſity 


is 


( 11 ) 
eeſſity to peruſe the letters, if he wiſhes not to be im- 
poſed on. Here further to ſhew your true ſpirit in 
abufing the author, and in order to detect your re- 
preſenting him, as if he eſtabliſhed a bare hiſtori- 
cal faith, it will be neceſſary to refer the reader to 
the diſtinct account he has given of it: he ſhews what 
true faith is 296, deſcribes it 329, and its object 369, 
and its ſimplicity 352, and its oppoſite 369; what the 
apoſtolic faith was 302, reſolves the capital queſtion 
about it, and fhews its whole efficacy 30.1, ſolves ſome. 
important queries about it 387, ſhews how it comes 
to the ſoul 388, gives Paul's account of it 389, fhews 
what the acts of it properly are, and where exerted * 
and profeſſedly diſtinguiſnes true faith from chat of 
devils and reprobates; with many more ſimilar mat- 
ters relating to it, in which he has ſucceeded bettet 
than perhaps any author has that wrote before him, 
One would think this as much as a reaſonable man 
could deſire; quite ſufficient to leave an adverſa! 
without excufe for miſrepreſenting him. The reaſon 
of this raſh and bold enterpriſe in your penny per- 
formance Þ leave to your conſcience (if you have any) 
without ſending you to the devil, as you have the au- 
thor of the letters — W 
F would here acquaint the reader in few words, that 
the author of the letters proceeds in all his arguments 
upon this plain and unconteſtable definition; that true 
faith is neither more nor lefs than a cordial belief of 
the truth 7, as St. Paul avers it to be, Rom. x. 9, 
In Portugal. eo oro 
+ Faith is correlative, for there can be no faith without a record or 
teſtimony to be believed; without that faith cannot exiſt; that teſtimo- 
ny then is its'gorrelate ; without faith the teſtimany is to no purpoſe; 
and withaut the teſtimony faith is a non- entity: nor is there a poſſi- 
bility of its exiſtence. This holds true of all teſtimonies and of all 
faith t but that which I freak of here is the divine teſtimony, and 
whoſoever really believes it, has faith; and if he loves it in his heart, 
his faith ig genuine, and has the apoſtolic ſtamp. Whoſoever ſalls 
ſhort of this is an iofidel or hypocrite. ; and whoſoever goes. beyond 
it is an enthuſiaſt, and liable every moment to all the prophanity of 
the former, or to the mad rant of the latter: Divine truth is believed 


7 known by teſtimony ; and when you, Sir, can find another way 
or its conveyance, you ſhall have the glory of the diſcovery. 
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10. That if thou ſhalt confeſs: with thy mouth the 
„ Lord Jeſus, and ſhall believe in thine heart, that 


„ God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be 


« ſaved. For with the heart man believeth unto 


* righteouſneſs, &c.* From this ſimple principle, the 


author clearly detects many inconſiſtencies, artifices, and 
abſurdities in the addreſſes of the popular preachers. 
If it be enquired who the popular preachers are, it 
mult not be expected that I ſhould point out particu- 
lar men; that is not my deſign : but, to give a gene- 
ral ſketch of their features; they are trimming. trick- 
ſters, that accommodate their doctrine to their own 
intereſts, and the humours of their hearers; and in or- 
der to that, let out their conſciences to hire as ſtable- 
keepers do their horſes. In one place they preach a 
mam chriſtianity, in another the worſt part of poper 
(merit), in another a ſublimated paganiſm, and all 
the while would infinuate they believe and mean juſt 
as you do. Charity is their Shibboleth ; but it 'reſts 
only on their tongues, to carry, theit point: for if yoy 
oppoſe them in that, they preſently loſe their temper 
and their charity too, and treat you as a narrow-ſoul'd 
orthodox bigot. They take a text like other preachers, 
but give themſelves very little concern about its mean» 
ing. There is ſuch a contraſt between that and their 
ſudject, that it is frequently not a fit motto to it; be- 
tween that and the bible, that one would think they 
never look d into the latter but ta chuſe a text. They 
talk much about true religion WES but never 
tell you what they mean by either. By their pſalmo- 
dy, one would think they are chriſtians; by their ſer- 
mons, and prayers one don't know what they are : and 
tis this that occaſions the outrage againſt the author. 
But after the account above, is it poſſible for malice it: 


ſelf to pervert his meaning? Yes, reverend Sir, for 


you politively have done it, by impoſing a meaning 
upon his words quite unnatara}, and which he never 
had, mutilating his ſentences, and wreſting their ſenſe 
contrary to che tenor of the hole bo. 
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Though what has been ſaid already in general is 
enough to invalidate the greateſt part of your quota- 
tions and reflections on them, yet I muſt follow you 
to page the 7th, where your underſtanding wants cor- 
recting, for you neither underſtand yourſelf, nor the 
author. You charge him there with ſhutting up 
« our acceſs to the divine righteguſneſs, by deſtroy- 


<« ing that repentance which Chriſt has made the way 


<« to it.” Who told you this, Sir? for it is not to be 
found in that author, nor to be made appear, or in- 
ferr'd from any thing he has wrote. He has not de- 
ſtroyed repentance, but pur it in its place where the 
ſcripture has; not where you would have it: he has 
placed it not before, but following faith and the. re- 
ception of the divine righteouſneſs; therefore your ſneer 
at his ſoft caſuiſtry is only a faint puff at the ſun to 
extinguiſh it. Your writings to prove the depravity 
of the human nature will amount to very little, while 
you allow yourſelf to cavil at the authot for placing 
repentance after faith and the reception of the divine 
tighteouſneſs, and for ſaying * Saving faith was never 


« yet ſought, or in the moſt remote manner wiſh'd _ 


&* for by an unbeliever, p. 372. Art thou a maſter 
in Iſrael and knoweſt not this? but calleſt it a propo- 
fition contrary to ſcripture and the experience of every 
believer! fye! fye! 5 


e! In ſupport of your blunder | 


in this rudiment of chriſtianity, you ſay every one who. | 
wow believes knows bow be ſought and wiſh'd for that | 
faith before be experienced it. Before he experienced it, 
is not the queſtion, Sir, but whether he wiſh'd for it 
before he had it? No, Sir, he did not. If he did, his 


with was not genuine, but for ſome ſecular and mer- 


cenary end, ſimilar to that of Simon Magus; and 
what he wiſh'd for in his mind was ſamething vaſtly ' 


t. 


different from what he found in believing ;- like the 


deiſts you talk of, who wiſh'd they could believe the 


bible; for if they knew what they wiſh'd for, they 


would be far from deſiring it, leſt the truth of the bi- 
| | ble 


2 


- $ 
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ble ſhould plague their conſciences, and condemn.their 
corrupt principles and practices. RED 
You next endeavour to bring a curſe upon him for 
contradicting himſelf, in ſaying, © if we imagine we 
„ poſſeſs or deſire to attain any requiſite to our ac- 
<* ceptarice with God, beſides the bare work of Chriſt, 
« Chriſt ſhall profit us nothing.“ When you deny 
this, Sir, you have nothing left but your hypocriſy to 
diſtinguiſh you from a mahometan, or your preach- 
ing from pawawing. That, Sir, is the glory of the 
chriſtian religion, the jewel in its crown ; and when 
you have robb'd it of that, you have left us nothing 
worth keeping, or contending for ; and when you de- 
ny this, you ſhall deny the revelation of God, or it 
ſhall be ſhewn you, you don't underſtand, it. Your 
ſhorteſt way, Sir, here, is to abjure the prophets and 
ä , 
But you follow your blow, p. 8. by accuſing the 
author er maintaining the perfectign of the atonement 
of Chriſt. Lou ſeem to want to add ſomething of our 
own to it *. Here you lug the oar and ſweat in vain, 
i . > 
„When the great river failed by drought, and the fiſh were in 
danger of periſhing for want of water, a popular gudgeon ſammoned 
the inhabitants of the ſtream, and harangued them: My brethren, 
our expectations of rain are defeated, we have waited long for foreign 
aid, but none comes, let us not faint in our- extremity, but call to 
mind our origin and dignity, wherefore we had exiſtence : was it not 
for mighty exploits? we ſprang ſpontaneous out of the water, it is 
our element, we are of its ſubſtance, it is our nature; ſhall not we 


A 


ely have abilities for theſe actions. 


former advice, and toa 
how high the otker ledp's, and their exact moralit © You ſee, 


0 * - my 


an 
feie activity; how deep one plunged, 
Ye 
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to make him contradi& himſelf, while thg contradic- - 
tion fubſiſts only in your imagination. Our comfort 

© ariſes from this”? (the perfection of the atonement). 
Who perſuades us of this? is it. owing to the efforts 
of our minds; or does it ariſe from an enthuſiaſtic fit? 
from neither. For men are juſtified by a knowledge. 

of the © righteouſneſs of Chrift ; and the ſole requiſite 
«* to acceptance is divine righteoufneſs brought to 
<« view.” Who brings it to view? or does the man 
work it out? have you preached ſo long, and cannot 
you tell? if ſo, it is time you gave over. See Jai. 
xlvi. 13. li. 5, 6. lvi. 1. John xvi. 8. conſult theſe 
texts with many more, and you probably will ſee who 
convinces the ſoul of righteouſneſs, and brings it to view 
too, and the fine conclufion matters are brought to, and 
your exultation will recoil upon you, and the author. 
ſtand clear of the inconſiſtency you charge him with; 
and of confounding the doctrine of faith, and of con- 
% demning himſelf as damnably criminal.“ 

In page the * you preſent the reader with ſuch a 
piece of cobweb reaſoning, as I never ſaw in my life; 
and will take upon me to ſay, if a ſchool-boy had rea- 
ſoned ſo he had been whipt. I am quite at a loſs to 
determine, whether it be ignorance or artifice. Your 
deſign is however to bind the curſe upon him, you 
pronounced before for contradifting himſelf ; and you 
nibble at a demonſtration of it. This would be tole- 
rable, if you and your. devout friends the popular 


preachers did claim indulgence to contradict your- g 


ſelves 


my friends, what vigorous and pious reſolves will do; for though, 
the heavens were braſs, the earth parch'd, and the rivulets dry 'd, 
and we in the utmoſt danger, Neptune was deaf, till we reſolved to 
exert our own efforts, and did what we could ; then the happy ef- 
ſects followed-: for we had the pleaſure of ſeeing the rain deſcend, 
and the river overflow its banks. Let us therefore now celebrate 

our own natural abilities, nor ever hereafter forget that we are fiſh.” 

The little fry heard with aftoniſhment, and wonder'd at the ſtrength 

of his reaſoning: the ſizeable and the large were ſo elated with the 
conceit of their importance, that their pride made them forget them 
ſelves; ſo that they fell into their old practice of perſecuting and 
eating one ansther up. | | | 


POL 
F ik, 
ſelves almoſt as often as you preach. The author ha 
faid over and over, the bare work of Chriſtis the ſole re- 
quiſite to our acceptance with God. You would palm 
another upon him, viz. the knowledge of that work, the 


| finding it true; and from hence you infer, Cbriſt ſhall 


profit him nothing. You make the author ſay in one 
page, nothing is requiſite to our acceptance with God; 
in another, divine righteouſneſs brought to view is re- 
quiſite to our acceptance, and you declaim, Brougbt 
zo view! what ſelf-righteouſneſs is this s? What, Sir, 
cannot you diſtinguiſh a paſſive from an active? but 
charge a man with ſelf-· righteouſneſs for having divine 
righteouſneſs brought to view what if a man were to 
bring the pontifical mitre to your view, and put it upon 
you too? would not youthink it veryillogical in any one, 
to charge you with ſelf-righteouſneſs, for having ſuch 
a precious thing brought to your view, and preſented 
to you? ſurely, you would. What then does your. 
reaſoning in the paragraph above.amount too ? I will 
tell you, Sir; to a bold and bare-fac'd quibble. O 


but, ſaith the author, men are juſtified by a know- 


« ledge of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” Knowledge ! 
what, our own knowlegge ! ſay you, knowledge in us? 
why, this is the very thing we call faith; ſo you have given 
up the whole queſtion, juſtified your opponent, and con- 


Bemned yourſelf. as damnably criminal. This is ſtrange 
logic, Sir; never taught at Oxford: nay, it has the 


ſmack of St. Omers. You know, Sir, the author 
places the cauſality of our juſtification upon the 
bare work of Chriſt ; upon his righteouſneſs void 


of all conditions, terms, requiſites, pre- requiſites, 


or any thing in or about us, as a reaſon why God 


ſhould juſtify us; and that his language ho where con- 


tradicts this, and that the language of the prophets 


and 


According to Mr. Welley's method of reaſoning here, the king. 
pardons and dignifies a rebel; he kiſſes the King's hand, and by 
that action merits his pardon and dignity. Hopeful reaſoning ! to 


make the reception of the divine righteouſneſs the act of ſelf- ghte- 


ouſneſs, the patient of God's grace; the active operative fabricator 


or manufacturer of it. Shameful nonſenſe! 


* 
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and apoſtles confirm it. You know too, that you en- 
deavour to wreſt the ſenſe of the author, to make it mean 
that our knowledge of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
the cauſe of our juſtification ; you know alſo, that his 
phraſeology will not bear that conſtruction, and that 
he means no ſuch thing; that you herein fix a vile 
imputation upon him to render him odious. This is 
a rough ſketch of the features of your mind; if you 
can view it without bluſhing, I am ſorry for you: but 
rejoice that the manners of the author and his moral 
character ſet him quite out of the reach of your ma- 
lice. 10 
But, alas, he wants charity!“ and you have none 
to ſpare; a ſorrowful caſe! dear Sir, what ſhall we do? 
and what is worſe, you cannot mend his account of it; 
vou talk about and about it, you toil and ſweat, and 
Jaat laſt comes out, not only a lame, impotent, and 
© ſhufflingconcluſion, but a moſt unchatitable and mali> 
cious one, charging him with being at be utmoſt diſtance 
both from the love of God and bis neighbour, with hatred, 
malevolence, rancour and bitterneſs, ſcarcely to be found 
x in a jew, an beathen, or a popiſb inquifitor. O the exu- 
7 berant charity of Mr. Feſtey ; it aſpires like the ta- 
| pering blaze of Bonner or Gardiner; it flows like the 
fiery eruptions of a vulcano! what does all this prove? 
why, that you are guilty of what you accuſe him with, 
viz. that you murder in another way, that you ſmite 
with your tongue, that the poiſon of aſps is under your 
lips. But I forget myſelf; perhaps you are privi- 
leged to ſpout poiſon at your adverſaries, while they 
muſt remain gagg'd; to iſſue your bulls and curſes 
from your pontifical throne, and your adverſaries not 
allowed to plead apoſtolical authority. 


I hope the reader will judge for himſelf, whether 
you have not crouded more ſcandal, inſolence, ſelſ- 


ſufficiency, hatred, malevolence, rancour, bitterneſs and 
uncharitableneſs into your penny performance, than 
the author has into his five ſhilling book, with this 

' | B | only 
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only difference, that his is ſarcaſtical, lively, volatile 
and pungent as the æther, yours denſe and dull as lead | 
with which, were it in your power, you would ſink 2 
him to the bottomleſs pit: for you conclude with a = 
ſolemn volley of vengeance. 1 fop. God be merciful | 
to thee a ſinner, and ſhew thee compaſſion, tho? thou | 
| haſt none for thy fellow-ſervants ; otherwiſe it will be | 
| more tolerable (I will not ſay for Senzca and Epiftetus)* _ 
but for Nero and Domitian, in the day of judgment, than 
for tbee. Who told you this, Sir, have you the keys 
of death and hell? to diſpoſe of men beyond the grave! 
happy! happy, that your claws are blunt! but what 
is the engliſh of all this ? ſtand by, thou ſinner, thou 
publican raſcal, thy crimes render thee an object of 
compaſſion, tho? thou haſt none thyſelf : thou haſt no ' 
claim, we have; we, the popular preachers, by ou. 
conformity ta God's law, by our ſincere endeavours ' [ 
and advances God-ward, have made up the deficiency * f 
of the atonement; we are hollef than thee, therefore 
| ſtand thou aloof, thou ſhalt be thruſt down with ſin- 
| ners, while we triumph with the tribe of meritorious 
ſaints. But why all this wrath ? why our ſhrines are * 
in danger, our pontifical power totters; if that fellow * 
be not cruſh'd, we are undone. He has traduced the 
character of the friends of Judas Iſcariot and the po- 
| pular preachers, and, maugre all that we can fay, he 
4 will have it that the man on the croſs, whom the e- 
| vangeliſts ſtigmatize for a thief, was really a thief. . He 
has flurr'd the names of the great interceſſors for the 
world; and ſhould we be ſilent, and not ſhew'a pro- 
— reſentment, we ſhould be unfaithful to our allles. 
ſides, we have collected fifty volumes from the books 
af the popular preachers, and ſhall we ftand by, and 
hear them abuſed , far be it from us: they were holy | 
men preffing on after perfection, and we have arriv- Þ - 
ed at it, and ſhall thar fellow rank us with ſinners ? | 
a wreteh, away with him from the face of the ' 
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I ſhall conclude, with only obſerving ſome of the 
ſpecimens you have produced of the author's want of 
charity, are ſuch as muſt be confeſſed (eſpecially as 
you have taken them out of their connection, and put 
them in their worſt light) contain too great a pun- 
gency of language. It would have been perhaps bet- 
ter, if thoſe ſeverities in his writings and yours too, 
which more than equally abound with them, with this 
aggravated difference, that where he is ſarcaſtical you 
are ſcurrilous. Jad that been the caſe, I ſhould have 
been under no temptation to follow a bad example. 
But it is not difficult to gueſs the reaſon, why you de- 
light to tranſcribe every expreſſion in him that you 
think will blacken him : becauſe he has given you a 
lick, page 99, with his blacking-bruſh, and you have 
not charity enough to forgive him. But there is an- 
other reaſon at hand; you want to frighten your rea- 
der from ever loaking into thoſe letters on Theron, in 
order, if poſſible, to prevent every one from ſeeing 
with any other eyes than your own. You have pick'd 
and cull'd out what may at firſt ſight appear obnoxi- 
ous, without any regard to argument or connection: 
but 1 hope your readers will not ſuffer themſelves to 


be dup'd and blind-folded to ſuch a degree, as to take 


all for granted from your ipſe dixit. I can boldly aver, 
and ſo can ſeveral others of unqueſtionable judgment 
in ſeripture-divinity, that in thoſe letters there is a con- 


. ſiſtent plan of principles, a connected train of thought, 


and a peculiar energy of argument laid forth in a very 
lively, neat, elegant, and entertaining, tho' ſarcaſti- 
cal ſtile, intermixed with a great variety of fine ſen- 
timents. There are ſome of the moſt inſtructing ob- 
ſervations, «that perhaps have ever come forth in the 
preſent age; and whoſoever will read them with care 
and candour, will find himſelf fully repaid for all his 

atience and trouble. You ſee, Sir, I have read your 


| 15 7 piece of ſophiſtry; whether you 
Will 


ill read my remarks upon it or not, gives me no 
OE gs concern; 
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concern; for others will. Your nocorious. want of 
candour and integrity extorted this from me; and as 
I am convinced you will take no notice of any thing, 
but what comes from the author ; fo neither ſhall I of 
any thing, but what comes from vou; but ſhall @- 
tisfy Hams 4 If with my not being conſcious of miſrepre- 
ſenting you; therefore you canpgt take it amiſs, that 

L have treated you in your own way. | 


